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2026 20-Under-35
Nomination Form
Due October 5, 2026
About
SSPI’s annual 20 Under 35 honor roll recognizes outstanding young professionals and entrepreneurs who are helping shape the future of the space and satellite industry. The 2026 20 Under 35 honorees will be honored at the 2027 Night of Excellence, where the 2027 Promise Awardees will be named from among them.  The Night of Excellence will put them on the stage and in the room with the 2027 Hall of Fame inductees.  

The 2026 cohort will be named on the 19th of November, 2026.
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20 Under 35 Criteria
· Recognizes young employees or entrepreneurs for outstanding achievement to date and the clear potential to play an even greater leadership role in their organizations and the space and satellite industry.	  
· Because the award is intended to recognize the industry’s future, we welcome nominations of professionals from all backgrounds who are making a meaningful contribution to space and satellite and demonstrating a deep commitment to careers in the industry.
· Eligible candidates must be no more than 35 years old on December 31 of 2026. 
· Candidates must have demonstrated initiative, creativity and problem-solving skills that created new capabilities, overcame major challenges, and ensured excellence in technology and service. The award also honors leadership, team-building, communications skills and peer respect, as well as community or industry service outside working hours.

How to Nominate 
Check the boxes and fill in the fields below.  Save and return this document by email to SSPI's Executive Director at tbond-williams@sspi.org no later than October 5, 2026.  In your nomination, please be sure to provide the birth date of the nominee.  If you are not sure, provide at least the birth year.  Include complete contact information for the nominee as well as the nominator.  Honorees from SSPI-related Young Professionals recognition programs will included as nominees. However, we recommend submitting a nomination form, and have made space available on the form to acknowledge prior recognition.

Endorsements
We urge that your nomination be accompanied by letters or emails of endorsement from people who have worked with the nominee as supervisors, direct reports, colleagues or customers.  It requires bit of additional planning and effort but has a powerful impact on the selection.  

Selection
The Awards Committee – a team of volunteer leaders of the Space & Satellite Professionals International – will review and score the nominations to select the 20 Under 35.  Promise Awardees will be chosen by industry Hall of Fame members, from amongst those of the cohort who are able to attend the Night of Excellence.
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	2.
	Nominated As:
	|_|  Employee       |_|  Company Founder or Co-Founder   
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	Career Focus:
	|_|  Engineering/Technical        |_|  Operations        |_|  Sales/Marketing
|_| Mgmt/Finance      |_|  Research & Development     |_|  Other
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	Birth Date
	     



5.	Describe the nominee’s qualifications and professional experience.
	     



6.	Describe the nominee’s character and reputation.
	     



7.	Describe the nominee’s most significant career accomplishment.
	     



8.	Describe other career accomplishments by the nominee (up to 3).
	     



9.	Describe the nominee’s demonstrated commitment to a career in space and satellite.
	     



10. Describe the nominee’s service to industry or community outside of working hours, if known.
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	Relationship to Nominee
	|_| Self       |_| Reports to Me     |_| I Report to Them
|_|  Fellow Employee    |_| Mentor     |_| Colleague or Friend


Nominations must be submitted to tbond-williams@sspi.org no later than October 5, 2026
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