SIA-India on Indo-US Civil Space Working Group

Hello friends from SSPI, warm Greetings from SIA-India, New Delhi! Thanks for inviting me at New York Space Business Roundtable
It is my pleasure to address you today on the topic of the U.S.-India Civil Space Joint Working Group and the significant advancements it has made in bilateral space collaboration.
The recent meeting of the U.S.-India Civil Space Joint Working Group, held on January 30-31, 2023, brought together officials from the United States and India to discuss collaboration in Earth and space science, human space exploration, global navigation satellite systems, spaceflight safety and space situational awareness, and policies for commercial space.
The discussions also included the implementation of guidelines and best practices developed by the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Use of Outer Space to ensure the long-term sustainability of outer space activities.
The growing partnership between India and the US was visible at Aero India-2023. The US delegation to Aero India-2023 was one of the biggest ever in the premier aviation exhibition's history, according to United States Chargé d'Affaires Ambassador to India Elizabeth Jones, showcasing the importance of the bilateral relationship. Ms Elizabeth Jones, emphasized India's importance in addressing global issues like climate change and cybersecurity. Jones also discussed the US-India initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET) and the joint development of defence equipment through the DTTI. The US and India are also increasing startup space cooperation which includes sharing space situational awareness information to establish a stable and secure space domain.
India aims to remain ahead in the post-pandemic world through sustained and adaptive technological cooperation and tech-driven initiatives.
In May 2022, President Biden and Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the US-India initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET) to counter China's growing dominance in advanced and critical technologies which is very advantageous for both. India and the US are using iCET as a roadmap to recalibrate regional roles and expectations in the Indo-Pacific and prepare for the challenges of a new technology order. As strong partners in bilateral and plurilateral forums like the Quad, they share common regional objectives that could be advanced through initiatives like iCET.
India sees iCET as a positive development at a time when space sector is going through massive transformation to build a technological value chain and co-produce items with the US. The US aims to expand strategic technological partnership and defence cooperation with India. 
iCET will be jointly led by the US National Science Foundation and the Department of Science and Technology of India. One of its key objectives is to establish a partnership between six of India's technology innovation hubs and support a minimum of 25 joint research projects with the US. The focus areas for collaboration include AI, data science, as well as their application in agriculture, health, and climate research.
iCET will herald a new era of strategic cooperation between India and the United States in the coming years. This initiative has the potential to create a momentum in the Indo-US trade and further their defence ties. By promoting greater cooperation and co-development in critical and emerging technologies, iCET will deepen the Indo-US connectivity and elevate the strategic partnership between the two nations.
U.S.-India Civil Space Joint Working Group is a critical partnership that will help advance space exploration and research for the benefit of both nations. 
The U.S.-India collaboration in space has been strong, and the NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission planned for launch in 2024 is an excellent example of this. The mission will systematically map Earth using two different radar frequencies to monitor resources such as water, forests, and agriculture, and provide important Earth science data related to ecosystems, Earth's surface, natural hazards, sea level rise, and the cryosphere.
NASA will provide advanced training to Gaganyaan astronauts, which marks the first step in the partnership. We all know that NASA's success in commercial human space flight has been due to its partnership with the private sector, a model that India is also adopting.
Another example of U.S.-India space collaboration is the Chandrayaan-2 mission, which was launched by ISRO in 2019. The mission included a lunar orbiter, lander, and rover, and aimed to study the lunar surface and its composition.
US Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo met with Indian Minister of Electronics & Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw to discuss cooperation on semiconductors, the digital economy and data flows, Open RAN, and the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity. They signed a Memorandum of Understanding on semiconductors. The two countries are enhancing bilateral collaboration to develop a semiconductor design, manufacturing, and fabrication ecosystem in India to create a more resilient and secure supply chain. 
The United States restrictions on China's access to advanced computing chips and semiconductors, could provide opportunities for India to emerge as a non-Chinese provider of these critical components.
Recently, at the World Economic Forum at Davos, the relevance of the semiconductor industry was discussed by a panel of experts, including Intel's CEO and India's IT & Electronics Minister. This discussion highlighted the importance of the semiconductor industry for the global economy and underscored the need for collaboration among nations to ensure the continued growth and development of this vital sector.
US Senators Maria Cantwell and Rob Portman, who played a crucial role in passing the US CHIPS Act were amongst the audience present. This act aims to strengthen the US semiconductor industry by investing in research and development, manufacturing, and workforce training.
As India seeks to expand its semiconductor manufacturing capabilities, the country looks forward to collaborating with all global partners, including the United States, to build a trusted and resilient supply chain. The collaboration will not only benefit the two nations but also contribute to the growth and development of the global economy.
Further, US-India diplomacy can play a vital role in shaping US export control policies in a way that promotes greater economic cooperation between the two countries. By engaging in dialogue, applying diplomatic pressure, negotiating bilateral agreements, and collaborating with other countries, India can help build a more equitable and mutually beneficial economic relationship with the United States. These efforts can create a more favorable business environment for Indian companies and industries while also protecting US national security interests.
I am confident that such collaborations will continue to grow and prosper, and I look forward to witnessing the many successes it will undoubtedly achieve in the future.
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